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NORTH HILL PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman: Mary Budge
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 6th OCTOBER 2025

Present:
Councillor Mary Budge – Chairman
Councillor Richard Randall – Vice Chairman
Councillor Hayley Budge
Councillor Laura Fishleigh
Councillor Ralph Hudson
Councillor Adrian Parsons
Councillor Steve Sandercock
Councillor Courtney Walters

In attendance
Seven members of the public were in attendance.  Mrs Lena Batten (clerk).

1.      To receive apologies:
To receive apologies:  Councillor David Daniells, Councillor Corinne Dennis. 

2.      Code of Conduct:
a)      To receive declarations: None.  
b)      To grant dispensations:  None.

[bookmark: _Hlk155346934]3.      Public comments on items on the agenda only: 
Seven members of the public were in attendance to raise objections to planning application PA25/06850.  All members of the public were invited to speak in turn by the Chairman.  Councillor Adrian Parsons gave an overview of Permission in Principle applications.  One member of the public asked how many sites had planning permission in principle but were not currently being built on.  Another member of the public raised concern regarding the main sewage pipe which ran down through the field.  A further member of the public expressed concern with regards to the safety and risk due to the road being single track.  It was confirmed that there were other brown field sites in the parish that were not being built on yet this was a green field site requesting permission.  A sixth member of the public confirmed that there had been an artist’s shed in the field which was now a successful business.  A final member of the public confirmed that the application had previously been refused twice by a building inspector. 

4.       To receive and approve the minutes of the 1ST September 2025 full Council Meeting:
It was proposed by Cllr L. Fishleigh and seconded by Cllr R. Hudson with all Councillors in favour that subject to the addition of Cllr H. Budge and Cllr S. Parsons being present at the meeting, and the clerk to amend the wording at item 8.3 to include “'The Parish Council considered it had insufficient information to consider this anonymous complaint as it was unclear why the issue had been raised or who it was likely to affect” thus removing the ambiguity the minutes of the meeting of North Hill Parish Council held on the 1st September 2025 4th August 2025 be confirmed as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman.   

5.        Any matters arising from the past minutes not on the current agenda:
None.

6.        To consider planning applications from Cornwall Council by the date of this meeting:
PA25/05450 – Moorview, Unit 1, Coads Green, PL15 7LY – Proposal prior approval for change of use from Class E to single dwellinghouse (Use Class C3) – prior approval not required – This was noted for information.  

7.       Any applications received before the date of this meeting: 
PA25/06850 – Yellow on the Brrom, Blythes Farm, North Hill, PL15 7PG – Permission in Principle for construction of dwellings – minimum of four, maximum of nine – a site visit had been completed at 6.45pm on the 6th October 2025.  Numerous points were raised during considerable debate which included the site was not well located in relation to existing settlements, it was not a “rounding off” to the village filling in a gap, it was an extension out into the countryside as was evident from the map, thus impacting upon various wildlife.
The field was previously in use, it was only currently redundant due to the owners / applicants not residing in the village and making a positive choice not to use it, it had now become a wildflower meadow.  The proposed four to nine dwellings would not be in keeping with the density and pattern of development within North Hill to date.  There are other villages within the parish that have recent housing developments and a number of houses currently for sale in North Hill that have not sold.  The application sat uncomfortably with North Hill’s Neighbourhood Development Plan which stated “overwhelmingly the community value the unspoilt nature of the Parish and that the present situation should remain”.  The plan emphasized the need to preserve the rural nature of the parish.  North Hill had few facilities and limited infrastructure.  There was no shop or school within walking distance.  The closest post office was over three miles away.  The number of proposed dwellings were not in keeping with the density and current properties in the immediate area due to the site being located on the outskirts of the village.  The proposed access to the site had poor visibility, onto a current single track road with minimal passing places, the sewage works opposite facilitated a regular number of large vehicles causing regular disruption and any increase in traffic would inevitably exasperate traffic management along the road.  There was a stream along the field which regularly floods in winter which could potentially cause further drainage difficulties and a large main sewer pipe that runs down through the field.
There is already a shed in the field, which was known to be an artists shed, however over the past several years utilities had been added and this was now run as an air B and B.  Coads Green among other villages in the parish, had brown field sites that were currently not being built on, yet this was a green field site requesting permission.  The application had been refused previously on two occasions, it was believed the planning inspector refused on the grounds of drainage and Highways.  There would be a significant negative environmental impact, on bats which were present in the field, also barn owls in the area, among other wildlife present.  
Resolved that it was proposed by Cllr H. Budge, seconded by Cllr. R. Hudson to object to the application.  Councillor A. Parsons abstained.  
Five members of the public left the room.  

8.       To review correspondence and to agree responses required:
8.1         To consider / resolve next steps following a Cllr reporting a worn shackle on one swing and Kompan inspection reporting a moderate risk to the steps on the mound:  
Debate took place regarding the steps as they required a high level of maintenance.  One Councillor reported that the handyman had suggested they be removed and a rope or net be placed there which would be an additional piece of equipment in the park and safer, also more cost effective to maintain.  
Resolved that it was proposed by Cllr C. Walters and seconded by Cllr H. Budge with all in favour that the clerk would ask the handyman to remove the steps and fit a rope net to the mound instead.  The clerk would obtain quotes to replace the shackles on both the basket swing and the bay swing.   
8.2         To note for information Kompan inspections for 2026 are confirmed for January, August, November 2026:
This was noted for information.
8.3         To review / resolve to accept North Hill Parish Council Volunteer Policy and Procedures:  
Resolved that it was proposed by Cllr A. Parsons and seconded by Cllr H. Budge with all in favour to adopt North Hill Parish Council Volunteer Policy and Procedures.  The clerk would send a copy to Cllr R. Randall for the website. 
8.4         To note for information Mr Brian Davis, Mr Carl Mayer and PCSO Sarah Ross are booked to attend Remembrance Day Service for Sunday 9th November 2025 at 3.00pm:  
This was noted for information. 
8.5         To note for information the Insurance schedule has been amended to include additional play area equipment:
This was noted for information.  
8.6         To consider/resolve any response to the open consultation on the future of the Post Office:
It was unanimously agreed that the Post Office was a vital service to rural communities and many parishioners would struggle without it.  The closest current Post Office was over three miles away and was used regularly. 
Resolved that the clerk respond to the survey to confirm the above.  
8.7         To consider / resolve any response to the email received from Parnall’s Solicitors asking if the Land Registry Application should be expedited:   
The clerk shared the email received which stated that the application had now been submitted to Land Registry and it could take up to two years to complete.  
Resolved that no further action was needed at this time and the item was removed from the RAG. 
8.8        To consider / resolve whether to again fund the pads that need to be renewed in the North Hill Defib at an approximate cost of £107.00, due in October 2025: 
Cllr S. Sandercock asked how old the defib was and whether it was feasible to look at updating it.  The clerk was unable to advise.  
Resolved that the clerk would contact the Guardian of the defib and confirm the Council were happy to proceed and fund the renewal of the pads however also clarify how old the defib was, whether it was worth updating it and how long it would be until it needed replacing.  
8.9        To consider/ resolve a request from the handyman to cut the cemetery hedge:   
It was agreed that the cemetery hedge needed to be cut to ensure it thickened rather than growing up too fast.  Consideration was given as to whether the tree guards needed to be removed.
Resolved that the clerk would request the handyman cut back the hedge to encourage growth, the tree guards could be removed if he felt it appropriate.   
8.10      To consider / resolve next steps following complaints regarding water running down Portlane which freezes in winter:  
One Councillor reported that the water runs down the hill from Kingbear to Berrio bridge which then freezes in winter which was extremely dangerous.  The gutters were not working and the water was coming up from under the road.  
Resolved that the Councillor would forward photo’s to the clerk and the clerk would then report the matter to Highways. 
8.11      To consider / resolve next steps as the lines on Berrio bridge need refreshing as people are not adhering to the sign and they just keep coming from North Hill direction:
Resolved that the clerk would also report the faded lines to Highways. 
8.12      To discuss / consider any actions from the request by the handyman for car park posts:  
It was confirmed that several posts which held the chains were rotten, children were standing / swinging on the chains which had pulled them out of the posts and pulled the posts out of the ground.  One Councillor reported that motorbikes had been observed driving around the field as they were now able to drive in. 
Resolved that the clerk ask the handyman to purchase new posts and chains for the car park area and fit them as a priority. 
8.13      To consider a request from one Councillor to discuss pot holes, Stoneaford to Tolcarne at Trebartha which have been reported by the clerk:  
The clerk confirmed these had been reported to Highways on the 2nd October 2025 and a Highways Safety Inspector would be checking the pot holes at Trebartha.  No further action was to be taken at the time.    
8.14      To consider / resolve a blocked drain at Bathpool on the end of Lyhner lane on the road to Uphill:  
The clerk confirm that this had also been reported to Highways on the 2nd October 2025 and Highways had stated a Highway Steward would be checking the drainage at the end of Lyhner Lane but were unable to give a timescale.  
8.15      To consider / resolve any response to the Rights of Way survey being undertaken by Cornwall Council:     
Consideration was given to the ongoing maintenance of the footpaths.  North Hill Parish Council received an annual grant for the general removal of overgrowth to keep the paths open but this did not cover additional maintenance costs.  The clerk has several posts and markers to replace as necessary and was able to obtain more when required.  The survey by Cornwall Council aimed to better understand the experiences and priorities of individuals using the public rights of way.  
Resolved that the clerk as the best placed person respond to the survey giving an overview of the difficulties of keeping the paths maintained.  Cllr S. Sandercock would contact the Ramblers Association to see if they had an old map evidencing the previous path near Bathpool that is no longer present.  

9.          TO REVIEW DETAILS FOR NORTH HILL PARISH COUNCIL CEMETERY: 
Resolved that the clerk contact Darley Ford Quarry and request a potential date for the delivery of the granite posts.

10.     Approval of the list of payments / receipts for September 2025 and to receive September 2025 bank statement:
10.1    List of payments:
i) £18.00 (PAYE G. Pollard September, dd)
ii) £798.52  (Lena Batten, September, salary to include NALC backpay to April 2025 and tax)
iii) £191.55 (Lena Batten, September National Insurance)
iv) £43.64 (room rent)
v) £84.98 (paint for car park barrier, Lena Batten)
vi) £31.96 (Signage for dog litter to place on footpath)
vii) £143.99 (Zurich additional insurance premium)
viii) £1,322.00 (Parnalls Solicitors Ltd, land registration for car park)
ix) £322.48 (Election charges)
Resolved that all payments were authorised proposed by Cllr H. Budge and seconded Cllr R. Randall with all in favour.
10.2    Receipts:  
i) £8,800 (2nd instalment precept payment)
Resolved that this was accepted proposed by Cllr R. Randall and seconded by Cllr C. Walters.
10.3   To receive September 2025 bank statement:
Bank statement as of 30st Septemer 2025 £19,050.43 
Resolved that the bank statement be agreed proposed Cllr R. Randall and seconded Cllr C. Walters as correct and the Chairman signed the bank statement.  
10.4   To receive the six month financial review:
Resolved that the six month financial review be accepted proposed by Cllr A. Parsons and seconded by Cllr R. Randall. 
  
11.     To review monthly budget reconciliations:
11.1   Budget Sheet attached:
Resolved that the budget sheet was agreed to be an accurate record for September 2025 proposed Cllr R. Randall and seconded by Cllr R. Hudson with all in favour.  Cllr R. Randall confirmed that 58% of the annual budget was currently expended which was just over target for six months however there was VAT to reclaim and the LMP grant had been expended but not received to date from Cornwall Council.    

12.    To review monthly RAG:
12.1 The Monthly RAG sheet was sent to Councillors for information:
Highways contacted regarding dangerous parking on the North Hill Village Junction – No update – it had been agreed to put in for double yellow lines – Cllr A. Parsons will let the clerk know when funding is available. 
North Hill Village Hall car park – the latest update was that the application had now been submitted to Land Registry, which could take up to two years.  Item to be removed from the RAG.  

13.    Report from Cornwall Council Ward Member Councillor Parsons:
Councillor Adrian Parsons reported that Cornwall Council needed to make savings of between £45m and £70m to reach a balanced budget next year as he was told at the recent cabinet discussion about plans to develop a budget and financial strategy for the next three years. We also now know that the Chancellor’s budget will be delivered on November 26. This is likely to have an impact on the timing of the local government finance settlement, which is expected towards the end of the year rather than in November as first indicated. We were told this makes planning for our next budget and financial plan more challenging and it’s likely that the draft budget presented to Cabinet in December will be based on funding assumptions rather than firm allocations. Indications suggest that the council will need to make significant savings and reduce costs to reach a balanced three-year budget. 

Unless there are significant changes to Government proposals, we will not see a significant increase in funding. There will, however, be increased costs so it is likely that the council will need to make recurrent savings in the region of £45m to £70m to reach a balanced budget for next year, 2026-27. That makes it more critical than ever that our funding is directed to where it’s most needed. The council will work with its partners for better outcomes for Cornwall focusing on prevention, ensuring services are priced to reflect their true cost, driving efficiency and reviewing the capital programme. Generally, there was a good level of performance at the council within very tight budgets. “The exception is the provision of children’s services where Government lack of action has seen demands and costs spiral upwards despite our endeavours to limit those increases. Again, it looks like Council Tax will be increasing by 4.99% which for many households is becoming unsustainable.

Cornwall Council will become one of the first local authorities in the country to introduce automatic enrolment for Free School Meals, helping thousands of children and putting up to £3 million back into family budgets and Cornwall’s schools each year.
At last month’s Full Council meeting the motion I submitted to prevent the “wholesale sell off of our Cornwall Council farms” which disappointingly wasn’t debated or voted on and will now be referred to Cabinet. Where I suspect there will be a review of the farms strategy and not much will change.  The motion to debate the 6% increase in car parking charges also wasn’t debated, I think this increase by the administration is poorly thought through and will add further pressure on the vitality of our towns and high streets.
Cornwall’s recycling rate has increased by more than 20% since the new collection service was rolled out. Residents have already recycled around 20,000 tonnes of leftovers, peelings, teabags and more.  
Dogs are welcome back on many beaches in Cornwall from October 1! Privately owned beaches may still have their own restrictions in force.
At strategic planning last week the application for Geothermal well and power station were refused.
The introduction of locally implemented 20 mph schemes should now be available for all to view and pass comment.

14.    Items for inclusion at the next meeting:
i) Cllr H. Budge reported that a further sign for no parking was needed at Congdon’s Shop.  
Resolved that the clerk purchase one additional sign to be fitted on the bus stop at Congdon’s Shop.
ii) Budget for 2026-2027.
iii) Grant applications.
iv) New notice board at Congdon’s Shop. 

15.    Date and time of next meeting:
The next meeting was confirmed for the 3rd November 2025 at 7.30pm.    

16.    Close of business:  The meeting closed at 9.42pm.  






  





Sign and date Chairman ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

